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Foreword and Introduction by Danny Ramping

Hi 'm Danny Rampling and | am sincerely thankful that you have taken the step to
learn more about achieving your goals.

My passion for music began at a very young age listening to music on the family
gramophone (record player) developing a fascination of how a vinyl disc could
produce such wonderful sounds. | also became fascinated by the music on radio.

My hobby as a kid was collecting records and playing them over and over with the
windows wide open at full blast on one turntable. These early experiences of music
shaped my destiny to become a DJ.

For over 20 years | have been sharing the joys of music and dancing as a
professional DJ. | consider myself blessed to lead the life of my dreams doing
something | love. My journey as a DJ has taken me from the bedroom to pirate radio
to long running peak time shows on National BBC Radio 1 (syndicated internationally
around the world).

My craft has also taken me around the world many times to many of the best clubs,
events, festivals and parties as well as into the musical charts and on to international
TV as a producer and musician.

| am so grateful to have made so many wonderful friends on these trips worldwide;
friends from all walks of life, including many leaders within their respective fields of
endeavour.

There aren’t many DJ’s that | have not played alongside at some point and many of
my best friends are amazing DJ’s themselves. | also met my beautiful wife Patricia
through music in a London club.

For over 20 years I've been able to remain at the top of my game, rubbing shoulders
with many of the world’s most inspiring, influential and successful individuals from all
walks of life.

In this book | am going to share with you everything that I've learnt and experienced
through this fantastic journey.

On the musical side of things I'll show you everything that | have learnt: from the very
basics of collecting music and buying equipment, through all the technicalities of how
to DJ, how to promote events and how to embrace online marketing. | will equip you
with everything you need to know about how to make it to the top.

As an entrepreneur | will share with you what | have learnt about successful people
and how to be the best you can be and ensure your best possible chance of success,
no matter what area of life you want to improve.

Having achieved all of my life’s goals beyond my wildest dreams, | now feel both a
burning desire and need to pass on my lifetime of knowledge and experience to you.

| truly want you to be a success and | genuinely believe that everyone can create the
life of their dreams. Everybody was given a gift at birth to create and succeed in life,
and | would like to play a part in assisting you.
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I’'m going to equip you with the secrets and tools that every successful person uses
irrespective of background or walk of life.

Over the course of this book | will give you the tried and tested means for success. |
will share with you everything that you need to get to the top of your chosen path.

I’'m giving you all of my resources both old and new and I'm so confident in the
immense value of what | am offering you.

| personally had to learn the slow way through the school of hard knocks. There was
no step by step manual like this back in the day to help fast track the road to
success.

| am providing you with a wealth of information way, way, way beyond the investment
you have made in yourself. If acted upon in a consistent, adaptable and persistent
manner there is no doubt that you will inevitably achieve what you desire.

However do remember that knowledge alone is not power. APPLIED knowledge is
power. Use the pieces of this book that are most relevant and poignant to your life
and apply them. My personal experience of listening and reading things is that |
always get far more the second and third times around: and often very different
things. So | urge you to revisit the material in this book at various times and to take
the parts that jump out for you at that specific time in your life.

You don’t have to be great to get started, but you do have to get started to be great.
By taking the time to learn more about success you are already way ahead in your
journey to greatness.

| have had an immense amount of enjoyment putting this resource together for you
and my aim is for at least one piece of my shared insight to help you lead a happier
life.

Thank you for your interest and for stepping up. Please email me with your success
stories and insights after applying anything you have learnt here.

To your happiness and success

Doy Lo

Danny Rampling
London, July 2008
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Beneath is your complimentary segment from the
‘DJ Section’ of the book

(To see what else is covered in Section 1, please see the end of this email)

Putting Together a Professional Demo Mix

“Wait! Don’t rewind the tape!”

Most of the excitement and hype created around underground dance music scenes,
particularly in Hip-Hop and Rave, has been due to the circulation of the Mixtape.
Obviously in the Internet and iPod age, a physical cassette is a thing of the past, but
that does not diminish the importance of putting mixes out to promote your sound to
the public.

STEEETPEATZ VOLUME 1 |

Preparing a Demo

Putting together a demo mix is an art in itself and requires some attention. The
thought process behind constructing a demo CD is different from that of a live set.
This is summed up eloquently in the film ‘High Fidelity’

“The making of a good tape is very subtle art: many dos and don’ts! First of all you are using
somebody else’s poetry to express how you feel. You've got to kick it off with a killer to grab
attention then you've got to take it up a notch - but you don’t want to blow your wad all at
once so you have to cool it off a notch!”

Of all the sets that you might play, a demo needs to be well prepared and carefully
thought out. It is also unique in that you can rehearse it, and if necessary do it as
many times as you have to until you are satisfied with the result. There are several
factors to consider when choosing the tracks for a demo:

» Every tune should be in the top 10% of your collection, both in terms of quality
and your esteem.

* You should pick a good representation of your playing style that showcases
your breadth and musical variety.

* The tracks should probably be at least 50-60% upfront material (pre-released
tracks and exclusives are also great if you have access to them) but also try to
fit in a few classics that display the depth and history of your record collection.
A good demo should have a few surprises up its sleeve!

* | would personally recommend that your initial demo mix is no longer than 30
minutes. Promoters often prefer a shorter mix as it’s likely that they have stacks
to listen through, so it's better to hit them with a good tight 30 minute mix and
then have a follow up full length mix you can send them once they have
enjoyed your initial taster. Less can often be more!
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Rehearsing the Running Order

The order of play is equally important; the mix should flow in the same way as a live
set in that it should build gradually to a climactic point. However, you should be
aware that the first few minutes are critical. Most promoters do not have the time or
the inclination to listen carefully to a full 80 minute CD, so the first track needs to be
something pretty special in order to grab the attention of the listener. Likewise, the
first mix needs to be superb as it may be the only one that gets heard!

Often, a short intro such as an accapella or sound clip can work nicely at the
beginning. You should choose these carefully as they can often set a particular mood
and theme for the mix.

It is well worth the time to experiment with the way that the selected tracks fit
together; both in terms of musicality and energy. Try to get a running order that
curves gradually upwards in its energy, but that also nicely blends the tracks
together.

Working along a principal known as “Golden Section” (Fig.1) used by Classical
Composers such as Debussy, try to aim for the 2/3 point for the climax of the mix.
This is possibly the most satisfying shape for any art-form, as it allows the concluding
1/3 to serve as a ‘cool-down’ period, where the mix can be brought back down. In
terms of energy, this does not necessarily require you to lose energy, but it may
mean a change of direction in terms of musical style.

Fig.1

Dramatic Start  Build Gradually ~ Climax Cool-down End
(Introduction) Moment Period

Finally, the last track must also make a statement. You may well decide to drop this
from the top, so make sure that it is a track with a dramatic introduction; a classic
from the history of your chosen genre(s) is a good bet.

Recording the Mix
Once you are happy that you have the set worked out, you should record it onto CD
or hard disc. The traditional method is to do a demo in 1 take (ideal but not likely!) as
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the mind set and focus is usually best the first time around. However, as the mixing
needs to be completely flawless throughout, be aware you may need to have several
attempts, or redo certain mixes. This is not cheating; after all this is essentially a
studio mix so you are entitled to edit it to perfection.

You should also try to show off as much variety in your mixing technique as you are
able without sacrificing the flow and musicality of the tracks. Remember that the first
mix should be really strong so it is worth rehearsing this one so that you have the
ideal drop point pre-planned.

It is worth mentioning that your head-space is just as important for recording a demo
mix as it is when playing out. As you have no crowd to feed back on the energy of
the selection, this needs to be created by you. Sometimes having a few enthusiastic
friends in the room can compensate for this, but if you are flying solo, turn the system
up nice and loud and try to get involved in the moment. This is one of the reasons
why the track selection needs to be so strong - you need to be excited about playing
each tune (especially if you are re-doing the mix for the 5™ time!) so that your love for
the music comes across in your mixing.

Use of FX, scratching, double-copy techniques etc. are all great if you have these
skills locked down, but bear in mind that a little goes a long way! (Unless you are
spinning Hip-Hop of course!)

| personally find that it really helps to set the scene and create an environment that is
conducive to performing at your best. For me, | like low light, big sound and blue
lighting. | used to like having smoke in a room also. A few enthusiastic friends may
also help create some energy and reaction. Or like Sanchez it may be candles and
incense.

My first Essential Mix for BBC Radio 1 was done live at Olympic Recording Studios
in Barnes; Eddie Gordon set the studio up with UV lighting so that it gave the studio a
club feel: we did the mix in one take through the monster studio monitors. On another
occasion in the mid 90’s | was still riding on the high of playing two great gigs in
northern England. | returned home at 6am full of energy, set up the UV and strobe
lighting and cranked up the speakers and came back and recorded an early Love
Groove Dance Party CD, from 6 to 11 in the morning. | was inspired and banged out
the mix until | felt | had got it right. My wife of the time, Jenny, was asleep in the room
next door, and along with neighbours, didn’t hold the same vision that | had, that |
was still pumping it out in the club. | was in suburban North London!
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The Finished Mix

After re-editing and tidying up any ropey mixes, burn off a copy and listen to it start to
finish. This is to make a last check that the mixing is genuinely as tight as it should
be, but also to experience it in a similar way to the people that you are planning to
give it to. Despite the fact you may have spent a whole day working on it, your mix
should still be an exciting musical experience. (If it isn’t you may want to consider
doing another!)

If you are truly happy with the end result, burn off some CD copies for distribution. It
is worth the effort to also design a cover and label, or at least print the track listing to
put in with the CD.

This should always contain your contact details including your DJ name, telephone
number and/or e-mail address or website details. Duplication software such as Nero
often includes cover designer templates that will correctly size images for CD
sleeves, and many printers come with software that does the same for CD labels
(Fig.2). Remember that impression is all important and although the music will
ultimately do the talking, it is best to spend time on creating an all round professional
image. Simply writing on a CD with a marker doesn’t look that great, whilst sticky
white labels can sometimes peel at the edges or even come off in players. Making
your CD as visually pleasing as possible is a great way to have it catch the eye of
someone who has the power to get you a gig.

You can use the online services of companies such as Mixonic www.mixonic.com

who enable you to upload your artwork and they take care of the rest. If you can’t
design, use a friend who does graphic design, or go to a local art/design college and
put a notice up for someone who wants some experience. This way you can get
competent professional artwork at a budget price. There are thousands of willing and
able people crying out for exposure and practice!

Fig.2
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Postproduction of the Mix

Although by no means essential, with heightened competition, to help distinguish
yourself, it is advisable to run your mix through some post production equipment. If
you don’t already have some audio production software you can download an
excellent free program that is more than fit for purpose at
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/. It's a free, open source software for recording and
editing sounds in Linux, Mac OS X, and other operating systems. There is also
Adobe Audition’s ‘Hard Limiter’ function, which many people use.

The two things you want to consider doing in postproduction are:

1) Boost your overall levels of the mix to give it a tighter, punchier sound and to
ensure that there is no ‘clipping’ (audio distortion).

2) Save two copies of your mix. You can use one that is split up into tracks and
one that is not. The trackless version can be used as an MP3 that you can
upload onto the internet for people to download. The other ‘tracked’ copy
should be used for the actual promo CD, so that listeners can skip to their
favourite tracks quickly and easily. It's awful if someone has to ‘search’ through
50 minutes to get to the ‘nugget’ they really love. Make your mix ‘user friendly?

Distributing the Demo Mix

The goal is to give your mix out to as many people as possible, so always have some
copies with you when you are playing out at a party or event. Promoters and club
owners are the most obvious choices, but never underestimate the importance of
giving mixes to other people such as bar staff, doormen, and of course punters! Your
friends should also get copies as they will be more likely to actually play it (in their
car, at their house party, in front of their friends who may know a promoter etc).
Shops, bars and restaurants are also good places to get your sound exposed. Many
independent boutiques do not have set play lists and may appreciate a well
presented CD which has great music on it.

Ultimately, you want to produce a set of music that makes everybody who hears it sit
up, listen and enjoy every minute of it so the more people you give it to, the more
your sphere of influence widens!

If you need help in duplication and printing a huge number of demos, click here for
help.

This is only one small segment taken from section 1 of the book
(to see what is covered in section 1, please see beneath)

Tomorrow, | will send you a small segment from section 2, relating to success.

To enjoy your copy of the book please visit:
www.learnhowtobeadj.com
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What’s in Section 1 of the book?

Section 1: Becoming a Successful DJ

Buying Music and Starting a Collection

8 5

Downloading Music

All about the Music

Buying Music

Styles of Music

Genres and Sub-Genres

History and Heritage

Music Genres and Sub-Genres: An Overview

House
Garage
Drum & Bass
Techno

Old Skool/Hardcore

Breaks
Hip-Ho

Funk and Rare Groove

Soul and R&B

Buying Equipment

Getting Started

Vinyl Turntables

Cartridges, Needles and Slip-Mats

CD Turntables

Mixers
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Software Packages

Headphones

Leads and Cables

The Budget
The Booth: Speakers and Amplifiers
Amplifiers

Speakers and Monitors

Buying Speakers and Amplifiers

Setting up a DJ Consol

Getting Connected

Mandatory - Basic setup

Optional - Extra setup

Hearing and Understanding Rhythm

Time Signatures and Beats of the Bar
Phrases and Rhythmic Structure
Starting to Mix

Cueing Up

Advanced Cueing

Fading

Beatmatching

Varispeed Controls on Turntables

Beatmatching Two Records

Headphone Cueing

Comparing Records Ready for the Mix

Starting to Beatmatch Two Records

Correcting the Pitch of a Faster Record

Correcting the Pitch of a Slower Record

Performing a Mix
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In The Mix

Cutting

Bringing out the Mix

Spinbacks and Rewinds

Instrumental Elements

Families of Musical Instruments

Melody and Harmony

Improved Mixing

Tighter Mixes
Quick ‘On the Fly’ Mixing

Super-Fast ‘Non-Manual’ Beatmatching

Long Blends
The Role of the Mixer

Use of the Up-Faders

Use Of EQ

Using Sounds Effects
Setting up FX with a DJ Consol

Types of Effect

Using FX in Mixes

Advanced Mixing

Accapella Mixes

Mixing on 3 Decks

Basic Scratching

Modifying the Equipment Set-up

Scratch Records and Preparing Vinyl

Starting to Scratch

Rubbing/Baby scratching

Chops and Chirps
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Drags and Tears

Transforming

Advanced Scratching

Flares and Orbits

Crabs and Twiddles

Hydroplane Rubs

Using Other Mixer Functions: Echoes and Bubbles

Using Other Turntable Functions: Tones and Tweaks

Double Copy Mixing

Flanging and Phasing

Beat Chasin

Incorporating Scratching

Back Cueing
Beat Jugglin
Lyric Cutting

Lyric Cutting in Action
Using CD Turntables

The Pros and Cons of using CD Decks

Mixing on CD Decks

Standard and Specialist Functions

Diversity of Operation

Digital DJ Formats / Mixing with Computer Software

Available Products

Harmonic Mixing with ‘Mixed in Key’

Ableton Live

Putting Together a Professional Demo Mix

Preparing a Demo

Rehearsing the Running Order
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Recording the Mix

The Finished Mix

Postproduction of the Mix

Distributing the Demo Mix

Preparing a Set to Play Out

Equipment

Selecting what Music to Take

Playing Out to a Crowd

Different Crowds

House Parties

Bars and Small Clubs

Larger Venues and Big Clubs

Different Venues

Set Times
Warming Up
Peak Time

After Hours

Great Nights!

Programming a Set and Selecting Tracks

Using a Basic Set Framework

Programming and Pacing Shorter Sets

The Dynamic Effect of Individual Records

Personality, Etiquette and Professionalism

Personality behind the Turntables

Etiquette
The Crowd

Other DJ’s

Sound and Lighting Engineers
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Bar Staff, Door Staff and Other Club Personnel

Professional Conduct

Drink and other Substances

Becoming a Pro DJ

Clubnight Residencies

The Benefits of a Residency

Building Community

Being Part of the Crowd

Contracts and Payment

Offers, Acceptances and Agreements

Revoking Offers and Acceptances

Contracts

Non-Written Contracts

Written Contract

Breach of Contract

Damages

Mobile and Function DJing

Equipment

Setting-up Safely and Efficiently

Presentation

Personality and Etiquette

The Performance

Insurance and Financial Aspects

Promotion

Promotion and Marketing

Stage Name

Image

Business Cards, Stickers and Design
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Promoting Your Own Events

Market Research

Image and Branding

Striking a Deal

Negotiating Tips

Contract / Agreement

Marketing and Promotion

The Launch Party.

Review

A few extra Tips

Press Kits

Networking

How to Promote Events of the Internet using Social Networking Sites

Building a Website without Breaking the Bank!

Becoming a Radio DJ
Getting on the Air

Pirate Radio
Internet Radio

Remuneration

Corporate Radio
Preparation

Dead Air

Microphone Etiquette

Knowing Your Market and Job

OK, that’s’ what | cover in Section 1.

Tomorrow I'll send you a taste of what | share in Section 2 relating to timeless and
transferable success principles no matter what your walk of life.

In 48 hours I'll send you one of the bonus resources from Section 3, which is packed
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full of bonus resources.
Thanks once again for your interest. | hope this has been of value to you.
To get your full copy, with over 330 pages of invaluable material please visit:

www.everythingyouneedtoknowaboutdjingandsuccess.com

or

www.learnhowtobeadj.com

This ebook is also available without Section 2

“‘Danny,
| just finished your book and wanted to say GREAT JOB!
Very inspirational and full of very useful information!
The thing | liked most is that you not only focused on the information on becoming a
great dj, but you also talked about, and stressed the importance of becoming a great
person.

Its great to see you giving back, and | know with our busy schedules as dj’s it really
took a commitment on your part to be able to deliver such a well thought out book,
and for that | commend you!

All the best”
Bad Boy Bill,

America’s Favorite House DJ (BPM 2006 & 2003)
Sales History of over 1 million units sold
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www.badboybill.com
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